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So by now we all know what 
Pizza with the Principal is, 

right?  Well, it's where kids who have a high average 
get a reward for maintaining their average. Some of the 
kids who get to go have either a high average or they 
are on the principal’s list. It is a great achievement.  
Some students  said that's how they got an invitation to 
Pizza with the Principal. They had gotten on the high 
honor roll or they got a principal's list. It doesn't matter 
what one you get   because they are all really good.  
Kierstin Simpson said, "I got into Pizza with the       
Principal because I'm a good student and because I get 
good grades. Also I got high honor roll." 

 

 

                                                              Losing an Angel  
                                                          By Tabarak Alawwad 

 
Ms. Bradley woke up in the morning to go to work where she knew she was loved and appreciated. I have    

always remembered Ms. Bradley as a loving, awesome 8th grade teacher She would walk into work every day 
with a big smile even if she has had a bad morning. She always kept a smile on her face. Ms. Bradley had 

worked at Donovan for 40 years so all the teachers knew and loved her.  Ms. Bradley worked so hard to make 
sure her students passed; she would have done anything for her students.                                                     

In loving memory I asked staff and students what they loved about Ms. Bradley. 

Continued on page 2 

Maciel:  She was a really nice person 
and she believed in me. 
Sahrye: She wasn’t a mean person. 
Alexa: She was a caring, loving person and 
she was funny. 
Tabarak: She was a loving person and      
always tried to help everyone. 
Saida: I would love how she would make 
jokes and she really took her time to help 
each and every one of the students. 
Ms. Broadbent: Her ability to make you 
laugh all the time. 
Ms. Gschwind: She was very optimistic, a good 
friend and always put her students first. She’s like the 
only person I know that still read the newspaper and 
she was a good card player. She would always be the 
first to help someone out. 
Mrs. Mihajlovic: When my dog was really sick she 
gave me advice about my dog and we used to talk 
about our dogs. 
Mrs. Karrat: She was kind and very understanding. 

Ms. Fagan: Her wit and humor. 
Security Frank: She was a very nice lady; she 
was very good to the kids. She was a great friend, 
not just inside the school but also outside. 
Ms. Pasqualicchio: She always had a smile on 
her face and it was nice working with her for so 
many years. 
Ms. Kilian: Ms. Bradley was involved with 
sports organizations outside of school and was    
instrumental in my son receiving a scholarship. She 
was a great friend of the teachers’ union. And she 

was a wonderful teacher.  
Ms. Bryans: Ms. Bradley was always positive. She 
loved working with her students. 
Miss Palladino: Miss Bradley always had a smile on 
her face. During the past few weeks I have spoken with 
many past and present students. She was well-loved.  The   
common theme was that she would always help her     
students learn and would try many different ways to teach 
them. 

Fun with Students 
By Netanya Hall 

 

 



This year Karma Club helped out at Pizza with the    
Principal by providing craft supplies for families to make 
holiday cards. The point of Karma Club is to do nice 
things for other people without getting anything in       
return.  Club advisor Ms. Buono said, “The Karma Club 
made sample cards for students and parents to get    
ideas of what they could make. We figured making     
holiday cards for people would be perfect because it was 
right around Christmas.” Students used craft supplies 
provided by Karma Club to write nice and meaningful 
messages for family, friends, or anyone they care about. 
In addition to the Karma Club, the school store cart was 
in the cafeteria and we were selling homemade hats. 
Mrs. Wronka asked Ms. Buono if the Karma Club could 
run her cookie decorating table too.  We gladly accepted 
and it was really fun to see kids with their families         
enjoying themselves. Karma Club also helped families 
decorate holiday cookies  provided by Mrs. Wronka. We 
decided to do these activities at Pizza with the Principal 
so families had something fun to do together while they 
were eating pizza.  

Fun with Students continued 

Innovations of Today 
By Jasmine Connor 

 
I interviewed Maciel Liberato and James Beard on the subject of dragsters.  

Dragsters are cars that were created by our own 8th graders. 
 
Jasmine: Who was your technology teacher?  
Maciel and James: Mr. Esford. 
Jasmine: How long did it take you to create your dragster?  
Maciel: About a week. 
James: I had two days to finish. 
Jasmine: Did you think you ’d win? 
Maciel: No. 
James: I thought I would. 
Jasmine: On a scale of one to ten, how fun was it to race against  
people? 
Maciel: An eight and a half. 
James: A ten. 
Jasmine: What was your favorite thing about the project?  
Maciel: Building the dragster. 
James: Making the car. 
Jasmine: Did you use big or small wheels on the dragster?  
Maciel: The front wheels were small but the back wheels were big. 
James: I used small wheels. 
Jasmine: What made your dragster so fast?  
Maciel: The air compressor. 
James: The slant on the top of my car. 
Jasmine: How did you decorate your car?  
Maciel: I colored it with markers. 
James: I sanded it out and colored it. 
Jasmine: If you were given another chance, would you race again? If so, what would you do          
differently? 
Maciel: If I were given another chance, I would not race again. If I were to change something, I would 
change the design of my car. 
James: If I had another chance, I would make another dragster. I would fix it up and change the design. 



The Inside View on Teamwork 

By Amyah Best 

 
Glory Htoo: I believe so far we’ve had three good wins and one was with JFK. One of my favorite 
games that I'll always remember is the one against JFK because I think that I personally had a good 
time and I concentrated more during this game than any other game we’ve played. I think our most 
improved teammate was Dilasa Ranamagar because she had some techniques she needed to work 
on a lot. One thing that I love about our team is that we all take on the responsibility of team captain 
in order to motivate us more. 
 
Hser Thin: On the girls ’ volleyball team we all had some bad moments. There were a few times 
when we had argued, almost leading to a fight over a game we had lost. We tumbled over each   
other because we hadn’t been paying attention to what we were doing. Coach Clark used to        
constantly tell us to work on communication in order to have our game plan for success to work 
properly. I think the most improved teammate is Halima Miya because she's gotten better at some 
things she stumbled with at first, and I’m happy she has improved. My favorite game we have taken 
part in was the game we played with Whitesboro. We were winning in the first half, then we tied with 
them in the second half and needed to have another match in order to declare a winner. To be     
honest it was more intense than any of the other games we’ve played the whole season.  
 
Hey Nayblu Doh: One of our best moments was when we kept on saving the ball during the 
Whitesboro game and we were running around trying to keep the ball up in the air bumping the ball 
constantly. One game I’d always remember is the one against Rome: we lost 5-0 and after the game 
we had a talk about what we could’ve done better and what we did great which mainly consisted of 
teamwork and a lot of effort. Coach Clark always cheers us up and supports us when we’re having a 
rough time! 
       

That’s it on the Inside View on Donovan’s Teamwork: Volleyball Edition. 

 

The inside view on Donovan Middle School’s sports teams is something we 

would occasionally wonder about so today I’m going to give you the inside 

view of the girls’ volleyball team. Today we’re here with 3 out of the 16      

volleyball team members: Hser Thin, Glory Htoo, and Hey Nayblu Doh. 



Thirteen Wins.  Zero Losses. 

By Netanya Hall 

Basketball: What do you think of when you hear that word?  I think of kids trying 

hard  and working to make their parents proud. I interviewed Davon Stanley and 

Coach Giruzzi after the Donovan boys’ basketball team’s fantastic season. 

Q: Can you name the team captains and some of the positions? 

Davon Stanley: Our team captains were Marc Simmons, Jerquell Henderson, and Sophin 

Lim. Some of the positions include center, point guard, shooting guard, power forward, and 

small forward. 

Q: What was the practice like? 

Davon:  We practice scrimmage and work as a team. 

Q: How did the coach help the athletes to do better? 

Davon: He pushed us to be better. 

Coach Giruzzi: I helped them through practice, communicating about the games, and drill 

work. 

Q: How many games had you won and what was your hardest team to beat? 

Davon: We were undefeated 13 games in a row. Two years in a row  we were undefeated. 

Coach: John F.  Kennedy was our toughest team.  We beat them 41 –40. 

Q: Who was your most  improved player? 

Coach Giruzzi: Reece Jantzi was the most improved.  From then till now his moves made 

him better.  When he was going to shoot, he stayed strong with the ball. 

Q: Opinions of the team? 

Davon: We all played well. 

Q: What did you like about your team? 

Davon: One thing I liked about the team is the teamwork and friendship. 

 

 

 



Frozen Jr. Warms    
Donovan’s Heart 

Mrs. O’B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

while Mr. Bergamo checked how loud they 

could project their voices across the                          

auditorium without using a microphone. 

“Rehearsals were nerve-wracking,” Kler 

said.  “Mr. Phillips demonstrated what we 

were supposed to do, I copied what Mr. 

Phillips did and he was impressed. Mr.      

Bergamo’s dancing demonstrations were 

helpful and Mr. Phillips’ weird voices were 

funny.  One of our rehearsals was on the 

Wednesday during mid-winter break when 

we were closed.  We brought our own 

lunches and had a whole day of rehearsals. 

Rehearsals always included the traditional 

eating of Sour Patch Kids, which apparently 

help the singers’ voices to sing at a higher 

range.” 

According to Kler Gay Gay Moo, being in   

drama club was really fun because you got to 

interact with your friends and express your 

feelings during rehearsals.  The other kids 

helped you improve if you were nervous. 

At the beginning of the year Mr. Phillips   

handed out scripts for Frozen Jr. so that     

drama club members could select a character 

from the script and audition for the part.     

While auditioning,  Kler was nervous. He said 

he originally tried out for villain Hans but didn’t 

have the singing experience like Samuel Lah, 

so he ended up getting the part of Duke   

Weselton.  

During the auditions Mr. Phillips checked the 

high and low dynamics of the students’ voices,  

Continued on page 6 



Roving Reporter 

If you could eat only 
one type of food for the 
rest of your life, what 
would it be? 
 
 Peanut butter 
 Grilled cheese 
 Nutella 
 Hershey kisses 
 Kale 
 Pork chops 
 Caribbean food 
 Jamaican curry 
 Avocados 
 Ice Cream 
 Hot dogs 
 Steak  
 Thanksgiving dinner 
 Empanadas 
 Deer 
 Cheeseburgers 
 Cotton candy 
 Zucchini 
 French fries 
 Pizza 
 Avocado toast 
 Taco Bell 
 Fried Chicken 
 Tomato pie 
 Eggs 
 Salad 
 Strawberries 
 Pasta 
 Spicy chicken patty 
 Chocolate cake 

 Kler felt that the Saturday afternoon 

performance on March 7th was better 

than the Friday performance the night 

before. “Our mistakes were fixed, 

such as remembering lines and     

remembering when to enter. Alexis 

Armstrong, who played the older Elsa 

was a good singer. The whole audience laughed when Daniel 

O’Donnell, who played Oaken, spoke with an accent and 

danced. They also laughed when Jasmine Connor, who played 

the older Anna, slapped the evil Hans (a well-deserved slap).  

When I had to do a crazy weird tango, it was embarrassing and 

the audience laughed some more. After the Saturday             

performance, we all went to Friendly’s to celebrate the end of 

show. Everything was fun since you get to spend time with 

friends. You were able to be yourself and there was teamwork 

involved.” 

Many thanks to the Drama Club director, Mr. Bergamo, and   

music director, Mr. Phillips, for another fantastic Donovan Middle 

School production.  Ms. Pasqualicchio outdid herself with the set 

design, assisted by a large team of students who constructed 

and   painted the set. So many individuals were key in handling 

the costumes and makeup, moving of sets, controlling the light-

ing and sound, and manning the box office.  Because of the well-

organized crew, Frozen Jr. was a huge success. Bravo! 

 

Frozen Jr. continued 



I Am 

By Airin Retamar 

I am from cameras 

From Kodak film and Insight Lenses 

I am from the metal in a factory 

Red, shiny, crisp as new 

I am from the willow tree 

Hanging low and standing tall 

I’m from Hispanic culture and much diversity 

From Andrea and Chris 

I’m from the happiness of a dog and the love of Valentines Day 

From I love you to the moon and back and see you later alligator 

I’m from complicated arguments, and then calm one minute later 

I’m from a hospital with Spanish family 

Empanadas, and galumpkis 

From the grandpa’s car that almost went off a cliff 

The mom who became a nurse 

Ponce beaches 

Diamonds can’t replace the smell of grandma’s coffee  

and the sound of the news on her television. 

Dear Bullies 

By Jazzmine Medina 

Dear bullies… 

You don’t know their life, and yet you still talk. 

You haven’t experienced the shoes in which they walk. 

You make them upset, you make them mad. 

Why do you make them feel so bad? 

Why do you bully? 

Does it make you feel good? 

Does it make you feel tall? 

Like you are towering above everyone small. 

It isn’t right, it isn’t fair 

To pick on people for what they wear. 

You don’t know them and they don’t know you. 

Why do you do the things that you do? 

If you want respect then why can’t you give it? 

It’s not hard to be nice, now is it? 

Why can’t you share love? Why can’t you share kindness? 

They suffer and it’s all because of your blindness. 

Miss Bradley 

I didn’t know her, but she’s been supporting Donovan. Who can ask for more?  

She seemed very important. Maybe my older sisters did know her. 

Now we roam the halls that she had stepped foot in countless times, but the 7th graders just started. 

The 8th graders roam the halls with the 7th graders all together. United with protection and education. 

Students who now walk into her classroom without Miss Bradley will feel something missing. 

I never knew her, she didn’t know me...but others did.   

Past students and her fellow staff. 

We never had a moment of silence in the auditorium. 

Let’s have it now, so we can hear and remember her voice. 

—Sarkanyaw Chit 1-8-20 7th grade  



All The Way From Vietnam: An Interview with Linh Ly 
By Emeli Lemus 

  
Emeli: Tell me how life was in Vietnam. 
Linh: Life in Vietnam was great, because there’s a lot of fun places to travel to. We had 
different kinds of music like rap and country, but in Vietnamese.  Our New Year is called 
Tet, the lunar New Year.  When we dressed up for holidays we wore áo bà ba. 
Emeli: What did you like about your hometown? 
Linh: I liked the food in my hometown. We ate traditional food like rice, pho, and        
different kinds of noodles. 
Emeli: What was the weather like? 

Linh: The weather was super hot all year long. 
Emeli: What do you like about America? 

Linh: I like the weather. 
Emeli: What was school like in Vietnam? 

Linh: It was like the schools here. We learned English in our Vietnamese schools. My parents brought 
me to school.  We could walk to school if we wanted, but there were no buses. 

Emeli: How was transportation different from that of the U.S.? 

Linh: It was not that different. 
Emeli: What made you come to America? 

Linh: I came to America when I was 9 years old because all of my family members are here. I live with 
my parents and my little brother.  
Emeli: What was the hardest adjustment you had to make? 

Linh: The hardest adjustment I had to make was understanding both written and spoken English. 
Emeli: Would you ever go back to Vietnam for a visit? 

Linh: I would because I have cousins and friends who still live there. 

Emeli: How safe did you feel there? 

Linh: I felt really safe there, like how I feel here. 

Mustapha Mbye from Africa  
By Noriele Culver 
 

Nori: Did you live in a city or a village in your country?  
Mustapha: I had lived in the city. My grandmother owns a farm, and I used to visit the farm.  
Nori: How's the food here different from where you lived ? 

Mustapha:  In Africa there was a little bit of food, but here there's a lot. 
Nori: What was your most enjoyable part about living in Africa? 

Mustapha: I would go outside and play with my friends on the farms and go to visit family 
around us. 
Nori: What food did you have in your country of Gambia?  
Mustapha: We had rice, beef, fish, beans, and casaba.  
Nori: Could you talk to me about the schools? 

Mustapha: School is not hard. We learned math, English and we only learned about all of Africa and not the    
United States. 
Nori: What language do they speak in Gambia? 

Mustapha: Mandinka and Wolof.  
Nori: What materials were the houses made out of? 

Mustapha: They were made out of cinderblocks and foam. 
Nori: What type of sports did you play with others? 

Mustapha: We mostly went to the beach, my friends played volleyball, and we played soccer/kickball. Some     
others played basketball, ran track and played board games.      
Nori: Why did your family come to America? 

Mustapha: My mother, father, sister, brother, and I came here for a better education. 
 



College Success  
By Hatianna Jean-Baptiste 

 

Haitianna: What is Gear-Up?  

Mr. Delvin: Gear-Up is a college readiness program 

that helps 8th graders graduate and helps high-school 

students get exposed to various career fields. 

Miss Jess: Gear-Up is a college and career readiness         

program. We work with the class of 2024 kids all the 

way through. 

James: If you have problems, Gear-Up is the solution 

and it helps us get to college.  

Haitianna; What do you do here?  

Mr. Delvin: I help students with study skills, college   

visits, self-help, and support if needed 

Miss Jess: We do different activities that help you learn      

different skills to succeed in school, college, future   

careers, and jobs.  

Haitianna: Why do people come here? 

Mr. Delvin: Because it’s a cool place to be during lunch, 

to go on college visits, and to grow as a strong group of 

student with others. 

Miss Jess: Because they love us and we provide     

support and something to do. 

Haitianna: What do you enjoy about Gear-Up? 

Miss Jess: The students. They are really funny and  

motivate me. They are honest and let me know when I 

look like a mess. 

Haitianna: What makes you want to come to      

Gear-Up? 

I asked around and some students said it motivates 

them to come here and get them ready for college. 

They said it’s a loving place to be during lunch and get 

to know others. They feel like family and Gear-Up 

makes them feel at home. 

Winter Wind’s Music 
By Sarkanyaw Chit 

 
 
 
 
 

 

   My eyes dilated and my sweat was 
starting to form on my face. I was       
anxious; I never liked going up on stage, 
even when I went up with friends and 
family.  
   The orchestra walked into everyone’s 
view and sat. When we started playing I 
started to let my bow flow with the      
melody inside my head. Though I'm not 
the best I still tried my best. Once we left 
the stage, I wondered how everyone felt 
during the concert.  
   Band was next and I listened to the 
wind instruments. After them, I listened to 
the choir. The choir was pleasant and as 
much as I hear my sisters sing at home, I 
love to hear the school choir sing the 
songs I’ve heard and always hummed all 
my short life. 

 

Sarkanyaw: How did you learn music   
during your life? 

 
Ms. Tillotson: I started 
playing the flute in 3rd 
grade. I played it through-
out my life, and in college I 
learned to play all of the 
band instruments. 

 
Mr. Phillips: I was in 
choir school all my life. I 
sang in the church choir, 
and then I learned theory 
and all that. 

 
Mr. Karwacki: I started   
playing the trumpet, but I didn’t 
like it because it was so big 
and heavy to carry around. 
Soon after, my 6th grade orchestra 
teacher looked at my hands and said that 
they were meant for the bass. So I    
started with a big instrument that I didn’t 
like, to a larger instrument that I do like! 



I Interviewed Miss Collis 
By Netanya Hall 

 
Q: How do you like being a 
teacher and how long were 
you a teacher for? 
Miss Collis: I like working with 
kids because I like teaching 
them English. This is technically 
my first teaching job, except  if 
we are talking about teaching in 
general, I had a long-term       

substitute position. 
Q: How long do you have to go to college to be a 
teacher? 
Miss Collis: I had to go to college for 6 years. 
Q: What did you do before you became a teacher 
or were you always a teacher? 
Miss Collis: I worked at Hollister and I also worked as 
a secretary at my family's job. 
Q: Do you like your classes at Donovan Middle 
School? 
Miss Collis: Yes, I like my classes because 7th   
graders are crazy, but that is what makes it fun  
teaching them. 
Q: Do you think the students in your classes 
could go to college? Why or why not? 
Miss Collis: Yes, I do think that my students could go 
to college if they had the right kind of push. 
Q:Is there anyone in your family that is a teacher 
and did they inspire you to become a teacher? 
Why or Why not? 
Miss Collis: There are a lot of people in my family 
that are teachers. To be honest, no one in my family    
inspired me to be a teacher.  I just thought it would 
be a great opportunity for me. 
Q:What is your favorite thing about Donovan 
Middle School? 
Miss Collis: My favorite thing about Donovan Middle 
School is that the facility is like a community. You 
could say they act like family. 
Q:What school did you go to when you were a 
kid? 
Miss Collis: When I was a kid I graduated from      
Poland High School. 
Q:Who is your role model? 
Miss Collis: Someone that I would say is a good role 
model is Tina Fey. 
Q: Does your family support you at your job? 
 Miss Collis: Yes, my family does encourage me with 
my job. 
Q: What would you have done if you didn't       
become a teacher? 
Miss Collis If I didn't become a teacher, I would have 
become a veterinarian or taken some other job  
working with animals. 
 

Miss Flihan  
By Brenda Leitch 

 
B.L: What were you   
doing before you       
became a teacher? 
Miss Flihan: I was in   
college. I went to Saint 
John Fisher in Rochester, 
and in the summer I 
worked at the Teugega 
Country Club   
B.L: What were you thinking when you had 
your first class at Donovan?  
Miss Flihan: I was excited to teach seventh grade 
again, because the students were ambitious and 
eager to learn. 
B.L: What was your dream job as a kid? 
Miss Flihan: As a kid I wanted to be a lawyer. 
B.L: Do you like animals? 
Miss Flihan: Yes, I like animals, but really only 
dogs. I don't like cats. My dream dog is a Grey 
French Bulldog. 
B.L: What's your favorite food? 
Miss Flihan: My mom's homemade sauce and 
meatballs. 
B.L: What's the food that you dislike the most? 
Miss Flihan: Some type of texture freaks me out. I 
wouldn't even know what it would be but something 
mushy. 
B.L: What's your favorite holiday? 
Miss Flihan: Christmas because I like being around 
my family. Really I like Christmas Eve better than 
Christmas Day because we have a big party. 
B.L: What's your favorite day? 
Miss Flihan: Saturday because I have no priorities 
in the morning, but I also love Sundays because I 
like watching football. GO BILLS! 
B.L: Why did you decide to start teaching at  
Donovan? 
Miss Flihan: My grandpa asked me to come back 
to Utica to take care of him, so I made the move 
and was lucky to be put in Donovan. 
B.L: What made you want to become a teacher? 
Miss Flihan: I used to help my brother with his 
school work. School was always hard for him, so I 
always tried to help make his work easier for him, 
and that made me always pursue teaching. 
B.L: Do you play any sports or activities? 
Miss Flihan: I used to play softball and basketball, 
and I coached softball, I also like to hike. I used to 
ski and I want to get back into it. 
B.L: What's your favorite accessory? 
Miss Flihan: My favorite accessory is my gold chain 
because it was passed down from my grandma. 
 



Grady’s Way 
By Tabarak Alawwad 

 
According to Amy Neff Roth, more than 90 kids in Utica have reported that they 
were homeless. Most of these boys are living outside or couch-surfing. Most of 
the kids go to school trying to get a good education while being homeless. Young 
boys talked to Grady Faulkner about their home life and Grady wanted to help 
them. Grady raised money to buy a house that could be used as a shelter for  
boys and a few years later the shelter opened. 

 
Tabarak: What inspired you to help the boys? 
Grady: What inspired me was the stories that were told to me by so many boys here at Donovan Middle 
School. The interaction I have with them made them comfortable to open up to me about their living     
conditions.   
 
Tabarak: What will be provided at the shelter? 
Grady: Grady’s Way will be providing a safe place for young men to get the tools they need to be              
successful. 
 
Tabarak: When did the shelter open?  
Grady: Grady’s Way opened on January 17, 2020 of this year. 
 
Tabarak: How many boys would be allowed at the shelter? 
Grady: Grady’s Way Shelter allows 11 boys ages 12-18 to live there. We also have 
three apartments for ages 18-24.  This permanent housing is on the 3rd floor. 
 
Tabarak: How many rooms are there? 
Grady: We have 5 bedrooms: two rooms that sleep three boys, two rooms that sleep 
two boys, and a single room for any boy who uses a wheelchair.  
 
Tabarak: Where is the shelter located? 
Grady: Grady’s Way is located at 1404 Genesee St. Utica, NY. 
 
Tabarak: What do you do at the shelter? 
Grady: My job at Grady's Way is the Youth Family                
Coordinator/Founder. 
 
Tabarak: Why is the shelter only for boys? 
Grady: Oneida/Madison County doesn’t have any place for 
young homeless boys. 
 
Tabarak: Are there any boys so far planning on  
moving in? 
Grady: When we opened on January 17th, within the first 24 
hours we had four young men come into Grady’s Way to get  
services set in place. 

 
 

Mrs. Wronka and her students made and donated 

blankets to Grady’s Way of Utica, New York. 

According to the Utica Observer Dispatch, “This supportive housing program 

will provide youth with a safe and secure living environment that also offers 

life skills activities and assists participants with performance-based              

academics, job-seeking skills, counseling, college applications and               

transitioning into permanent independent housing.” 



Just a Little Different from Where We Started 
By Sarkanyaw Chit 

 

After every Italian class I would see Miss Tessmer come in while Miss Ricci            
(my Italian teacher) leaves for J.F.K. Her students walk in and I leave the classroom  
after I’ve helped Miss Ricci organize the papers so she can leave more conveniently. 

This was how I knew Miss Tessmer as a teacher. 
 

Sarkanyaw: Where were you born? 
Miss Tessmer: I was actually born in Watertown, New York, but I grew up 
in Buffalo. 
 
Sarkanyaw: What’s your favorite scent? 
Miss Tessmer: I like fresh fruit. I have a blood orange candle at home. 
 
Sarkanyaw: What’s your favorite movie or TV show? 
Miss Tessmer: I don’t really have one favorite, but I like scary movies and crime TV shows. 
 
Sarkanyaw: What’s your favorite thing to do in your free time? 
Miss Tessmer: My favorite thing to do in my free time is go to concerts. I go to a lot of rock 
and heavy metal concerts. 
 
Sarkanyaw: What’s your favorite book or genre? 
Miss Tessmer: I have two favorite book series, Harry Potter and Lord of the Rings. 
 
Sarkanyaw: What did you want to be when you were younger?  
Miss Tessmer: Actually, I always wanted to become a teacher, from the time I was about 5. 
 
Sarkanyaw: What are the usual steps to become a teacher? 
Miss Tessmer: First, you decide you want to become a teacher. Then you have to go to 
school for what feels like a very long time. Then, have experience becoming a teacher. Then, be 
a teacher. 
 
Sarkanyaw: How did you end up at Donovan?  
Miss Tessmer: I applied to Utica and they hired me. Last year I went to Columbus and this 
year they moved me to Donovan. Well I picked it. I technically picked it. 
 
Sarkanyaw: What do you do in the classroom? 
Miss Tessmer: Well, we have to do a lot of reading, a lot of writing, and a lot of discussing. 
 
Sarkanyaw: What is your favorite thing to do while teaching?  
Miss Tessmer: Sing, because I sing terribly and they laugh at me. 
 
Sarkanyaw: Tell me about your most memorable moments when teaching a student. 
Miss Tessmer: So, I had a student. He was in elementary school. I was teaching him how to 
read, and after a few weeks, he was able to read a picture book by himself. First, I would read him 
the story and then he would practice reading the story, repeating after me. 
 
Sarkanyaw: What inspired or made you become a teacher? 
Miss Tessmer: I always liked the idea of working with students. They ’re funny, they have a 
lot of good ideas, and they drive me a little crazy. 
 
 



  

Raving About Raiders! December 

                          7th Grade   

Jacqueline Alvarez-Jerez 

Babeyina Awak 

Koury Brown 

Ni’Yanna Holliman 

Levon Mitchell 

David Searcy 

Arayna Szewczyk 

Erica Thach 

John Wesby 

8th Grade 

Minattalah Al Awsaj 

Alexandra Alcantara De La Rosa 

Jordan Black  

Lorendy Difo Olivares 

Joshua Hadcock 

Kaytlynn Hadcock 

Asha Juma 

Rukiyah Omar 

Lay Eh Share Soe 

Laurie Soth 

Adrian Sullivan 

Staff 

Ms. Benson 

Mr. Milijkovic 

January 

7th Grade 

Truth Bullock 

Lamarcus Brown 

Michael DeLaCruz 

Meldin Ferhatovic 

Jonathan Garcia 

Ramadhan Ismail 

Leyla Musa 

Alexander Rizzo 

Brooklyn Spratt 

Alison Ven 

8th Grade 

Isabella Burgos 

Mercedes (A.J.—) Erb 

Marta Feliciano-Torres 

Jasmine Geary 

Joshua Hadcock 

Adrian Howard 

Dante LaGasse 

Lwe Doh Say 

Kennae Turner 

Dashawn Underwood 

Staff 

Ms. Carpenter 

Mrs. Wehrle 

Helped  
security 

with the bus 



The Spectator Newspaper Club  

2019-2020 Recruitment Notice 

The Spectator encourages all students to join the club.                                                        

If you didn’t join for this issue, sign up for the next one.   

Netanya Hall, President 

Tabarak Alawwad, Vice-President 

Sarkanyaw Chit, Secretary 

Emeli Lemus, Treasurer 

Amyah Best 

Jasmine Connor 

Noriele Culver 

Haitianna Jean-Baptiste 

Brenda Leitch 

Corriyah Robinson-Lewis 

Guest Contributors   

Mr. Colone  

Mr. Leo 

Jazzmine Medina 

Delvin Moody 

Airin Retamar  

Advisor: Holley O’Bryan 

 

 

Bronze Level 

Brianna Snyder 

 

Silver Level 

Peg Carpenter 

Chris Polinski 

 

Gold Level 

Regina Balzano 

Tanya Hyde 

 

 

 

Diamond Level 

Darlene DeIorio Benson 

Chris Doris 

Elite Level 

Donovan ELA Department AKA The Grammar Police 

Miss Palladino,  Principal                                                                     

Technology Department                                                                

The Absolutely Fabulous Art Department 

 

 

Thank you for Supporting Donovan’s Student newspaper and  

Utica Coffee roasting Co.  

at the same time! 

Spectator Patrons 

        Spectator Staff Thank you to the UCSD Superintendent and the                                          
Board of Education for their continued support of the                                       

Spectator Newspaper:  

Mr. Karam, Superintendent  

Mr. L. LaPolla, President  

Mrs. Ervin, Vice-President  

Mr. Dawes 

Mr. Salatino  

Mr. A. LaPolla 

Mr. Hobika, Jr.  

Mr. Cardillo 

Mr. Falchi, Administrative Director of Curriculum and Instruction K-12 


